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PARLIAMENT ROUNDUP

EEEE There have been several important updates from Parliament since
my last community newsletter.

PATIENT ASSISTANCE TRANSPORT SCHEME

One of the first announcements of the new year by the
ll scovernment was the doubling of the fuel subsidy as part of the
Patient Assistance Transport Scheme (PATS).

)

= f’i am delighted this is the case, and it is great to see the
government  adopting one of the core campaign
= commitments of the Liberal Party from the last election.

There was a magnificent turnout for this year's Australia Day
ceremonies and celebrations across the Flinders electorate.
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Our region constantly faces a bat- The new school year is underway, and we are Congratulations to all the award winners across the ten local

We can always do more to make healthcare more accessible for

. 1 ace : tle to ensure health resources and reminded that our schools on the Eyre Peninsu- government areas within the electorate and for their dedication
our reg|onal, rural and remo'Fe communities, and this is why | will personnel are available in our la face many challenges to making our community such a welcoming place.
Al continue to  work with the state and federal more distant towns. Over the given our distance from Adelaide.

B covernments to not only ensure the PATS subsidy continues to | particularly wanted to acknowledge Ken and Valerie Lamb of

. . . L . Christmas break | met with Kimba : . iri ion i i i
S (hat the Eyre Peninsula has access to high quality Eyr)é beninsuls Health  Alliance where the _school'partners with the Ipcal services to the Roxby Dow'ns co_mmu‘nlt.y is _testament to the
m services locally as well, so that more residents can access the ' community to give students a quality strong community spirit within Flinders.

Dean Johnson, and Kimba Council . . ino's Birthd i
CEO Deb Larwood, to Anyone can nominate a person for a King's Birthday or Australia

vD " : - - : Day Honour. You can find out more about the criteria, and
EYRE PENINSULA DESALINATION PLANT g °CUss WaYs N WRIC DETEer | anjoyed my visit to the school in January, nominate someone, by visiting www.gg.gov.au and click on
The State Government, Minister Susan Close, and SA Water made a recent announcement on their preferred  § g N\l . be attracted and also where | met with Principal Trevor McDonough “Australian Honours and Awards”
location of Billy Lights Point for the construction of a Desalination Plant for the Eyre Peninsula, rather than the = -5 =N : naintained in our  @nd the school team to check in on their plans  FEaE——

recommendation of the EP Desal Site Selection Committee (SSC) at Sleaford West. N ' region. for the upcoming year.

education in all farming matters on the one
thousand acre Sims Farm.

¥ services they need.

| also took the chance to meet with
representatives of the District Council of Cleve
to offer support at a state level for their growth
and development plans for the
upcoming year.

The SSC (which included aquaculture, industry, community, and local government leaders) was appointed by the =
former Water Minister David Speirs in response to significant community and industry concerns about the y
potential risks of Billy Lights Point.

The SSC followed a thorough process of investigation and information gathering to put together their visit by Senator Kerryn Liddle.§

recommended site. This time and effort put in by the committee was reflective of the significant interest from  Kerryn and | took the chance to meet

the community, and the process which they followed was robust and thoughtful. | have been supportive of their with local indigenous leaders,
recommendation of their preferred site at Sleaford West, and it is very disappointing that the Government has  community leaders, small business

decided to ignore this local representation. owners and service providers to hear

about their concerns, and to find way '

It might have taken a couple of false starts, but the 60th
Tunarama festival finally made it to the starting line across the
Australia Day weekend.

We need a long-term solution for water on the Eyre Peninsula, and we need it soon before the underground to provide better economic opportuni It was a Tunarama holds a unique place in our state, as the largest
aquifer source is undermined to a point beyond repair, but it should not be at the risk of existing industry which  ties for our remote communities - ] - L Ahrill to attend regional festival in South Australia, and provides a spectacular
puts S0 much into the State’s economy. | = T ' ‘ = ‘m the 150th showcase for all there is to see, do and eat across the Eyre
birthda i
LOCAL HEALTH UPDATE y Peninsula.
celebrations

N of Lipson With all the features of your usual country show, as well as those

=20 A ittle bit of unique features like the prawn, salmon and tuna tosses, it really is

17‘!“1“)"§9i§}rough weather one of the cultural highlights of the summer calendar.

Too many of our towns across the Eyre Peninsula are being forced to go without local doctors for long periods of time.

The Eyre and Far North Local Health Network has provided for four long term locums to be based on the Eyre
Peninsula, with two of the locum doctors allocated to the Cleve and Kimba Medical Centres, and Cleve, Kimba and
Cowell hospitals. The other two locum doctors will be based at Elliston and Wudinna medical clinics, and Elliston
and Wudinna hospitals.

Wetlands not only allow for
better community amenities, but ms certainly didn't  Thank you to the Tunarama committee, led by President Sharon
also reduce the possibility of eter a great turnout, with great  Humenick, for their incredible efforts in returning Tunarama to

mosquito borne viruses. | was ~ Music, stalls, food and a cricket game  the calendar, and congratulations to all the prize winners from all

delighted to be part of the official all providing a memorable birthday the events throughout this year's festival.
opening of this wonderful new celebration for one of our great local

community facility. communities on the Eyre Peninsula.

While this recruitment is good news, we still need to attract permanent medical professionals to our region, and |
am working with the Shadow Minister for Health and the Shadow Minister for Regional Health to ensure the Eyre

Peninsula is not left behind when it comes to quality healthcare. Tunarama only exists thanks to the efforts of our volunteers, so if

you'd like to be involved, simply visit www.tunarama.net




